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SAFFI R/ SI MPSON HURRI CANE CATEGORY DEFI NI TI ONS

1. Hurricane Categories: Hurricane intensity and expected

damage is categorized according to the Saffir-Si npson scal e.
The scal e ranges from categories one through five, with five
bei ng the nost severe. The categories and their effects are:

a. Category One

(1) Wnds 65 to 82 knots (75 to 95 mles per hour).
Damage primarily to shrubbery, trees, foliage and unanchored
nobi | e hones. No real damage to pernmanent buil di ng structures.

(2) Storm Surge, four to five feet above nean water
| evel. Lowlying coastal roads inundated, mnor pier damage.

b. Category Two

(1) Wnds 83 to 95 knots (96 to 110 m | es per hour).
Consi der abl e damage to shrubbery and tree foliage with sone
trees bl owmm down. Major structural danmage to exposed nobil e
homes. Sonme damage to roofing material, w ndows and doors. No
maj or damage to permanent buil di ng structures.

(2) Storm Surge, six to eight feet above nmean water
| evel . Coastal roads and | owlying escape routes inland cut by
rising water. Considerable pier damage and mari nas fl ooded.
Evacuation of some shoreline residences and |ow |ying island
areas required.

c. Category Three

(1) Wnds 96 to 113 knots (111 to 130 m |l es per hour).
Danmage to shrubbery and trees. Foliage off trees, large trees
bl own down. Sone roofing material damage; sone wi ndow and door
damage; sone structural damage to small residences and utility
bui l di ngs. Mbbile honmes destroyed. M nor anmpbunt of curtain
wal | failures.

(2) Storm Surge, nine to 12 feet above nean water |evel.
Serious flooding along coast with nany snal |l er structures near
coast destroyed. Larger structures danaged by battering of
floating debris. Lowlying escape routes inland cut by rising
wat er .
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d. Category Four

(1) Wnds 114 to 135 knots (131 to 155 mles per hour).
Shrubs and trees down. Extensive roofing material danmage;
extensi ve wi ndow and door damage. Conplete failure of roof
structures on many snall residences and conpl ete destruction of
nobi | e hones.

(2) Storm Surge, 13 to 18 feet above nean water |evel.
Maj or damage to lower floors of structures near the shore due to
fl oodi ng and battering action. LowIying escape routes inland
cut by rising water. Major erosion of beach areas.

e. Category Five

(1) Wnds greater than 135 knots (155 m | es per hour).
Shrubs and trees down and roofing danage consi derable. Very
severe and extensive wi ndow and door damage. Conplete failure
of roof structures on many residences and industrial buildings;
extensive glass failure; sone conplete building failures; small
bui | di ngs overturned and bl own over or away and conpl ete
destruction of nobile honmes. Major power distribution failures
causing |l oss of water and sewer for an extended peri od.

(2) Storm Surge, greater than 18 feet above nean water
| evel . Major damage to | ower floors of all structures. Low
| ying escape routes inland cut by rising water. Evacuation of
residential areas situated on low ground within 5 to 10 m | es of
t he shore |line may be required.



