CS 502, Spring 2000

Nomadic Computing Experiment
Thank you for agreeing to participate in the study of mobile and wireless computing usage in classes.  This first survey asks questions about your use of computing and information in previous  semesters.

A.  Please tell us about yourself:

1.
Net ID _____________________


2.
Sex (M or F) ________________

3.
What is your degree program?  Please check one of the following.

[    ]  Undergraduate


[    ]  Masters 


[    ]  Ph. D.


[    ]  Other

4.  What is your:


College? _________________________________


Major or Department?  ______________________

5. 
Were there any unusual factors about your use of computing and information last semester (e.g., study abroad, leave of absence)?


B.  Your use of computers and networks:

6.
In previous semesters, how often did you use each of the following types of computers?  Please check one box in each row.


Don't Use
Use Sometimes
Use Very Often


Desktop Computer
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]



Laptop/Powerbook
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]



Palmtop (PalmPilot, Windows CE device)
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]


7.
During the academic year, how often do you use each of the following computers?  Please circle the best response in each row.

Your personal computer 
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Computer in a public lab
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Computer belonging to a friend
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Computer owned by a fraternity, 
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


sorority, etc.


Computer in an academic department
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently

8.
During previous semesters, how often did you connect to the Internet (including the Cornell network) using the following.  Please circle the best response in each row.

Wireless modem
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Ethernet connection on-campus
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently



Ethernet connection from home
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently



Dial-in modem
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently



Other connection
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


9.
How confident are you of your ability to configure, install software and administer the following types of computer?  Please check one box in each row.


Poor
Fair
Good
Expert


Unix/Linux
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]


Macintosh
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]


Windows/Windows NT
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]
[    ]

10.
Do you have any other comments about your use of computers and networks?  

C.  Information and libraries

11. During the past semester, how often did you use each of the following types of online service as part of your academic study?  Please check one box in each row.

Electronic mail
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Bulletin boards 
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Web resources from Cornell Library
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Other Cornell web resources
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Web resources from outside Cornell
Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently

12. During the past semester, how often did you visit a Cornell library and use one of the following services?  Please check one box in each row.

As a place to study
   Never     1      2      3      4      5     Frequently


Consult with a librarian
Never     1      2      3      4      5     Frequently


Refer to print materials in the library 
Never     1      2      3      4      5     Frequently


Check materials out of the library
Never     1      2      3      4      5     Frequently


Use library computer for library access
 Never     1      2      3      4      5     Frequently


Use library computer for other purpose
Never     1      2      3      4      5     Frequently

13.
Do you have any other comments about the libraries and information services that you use?

D.  Course reading materials

14.
During previous semesters, what proportion of the readings material in your courses were available on-line?  Please check one box.



100%      75-100%     50-75%     25-50%      0-25%       None


 
  [    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]

15.
During the previous semesters, what proportion of the readings material in your courses did you read?  Please check one box.



100%      75-100%     50-75%     25-50%      0-25%       None


Available online 
[    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]


Not available online
[    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]           [    ]

16.
During previous semesters, how frequently did you print out an online document rather than read it on a computer screen?  Please check one box.


[    ]  Always read on the computer screen


[    ]  Usually read on the computer screen, but sometimes print out.


[    ]  Sometimes read on the computer screen, but usually print out.


[    ]  Always print out


[    ]  None of the above

17.
Please add any comments about your use of course reading materials.

E.  Use of computing tools and services

The questions in this section are for comparison with other student surveys at Cornell. 

18.
In previous semesters, what has been the frequency of your use of  the following services and applications?  Please circle the best response in each row.

Electronic mail 
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


File transfer (FTP)
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Synchronous comm. tool  
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


(ICQ, NetMeeting, Chat)


Accessing your university records
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Searching Cornell library resources
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Searching web resources
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently

19.
In previous semesters, how frequently have you used the following communication tools in class-related group projects?  Please circle the best response in each row.

Electronic mail
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


File transfer (FTP)
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Courseinfo
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently


Other Groupware
 Never      1      2      3      4      5      Frequently

20.
Please add any comments regarding the questions above.

F.  Expectations about wireless networking

In questions 21 through 25, please circle the best response.
21.  Up until now, how adequate has your access to the Internet been during the academic year?


Inadequate     1
  2
3
4
5
Adequate

22.  How much experience do you have using a computer attached to a wireless network? 


Never Used  
1
2
3
4
5
Use Frequently
23.  How would you rate the reliability of wireless networks?

Not Reliable
1
2
3
4
5
Very reliable 
 Don’t Know

24. The security risks of wireless networks are significant.

Agree
1
2
3
4
5
Disagree
  Don’t Know

25.  The laptop and wireless network will enhance individual performance on projects in this course.

         Agree
1
2
3
4
5
Disagree

26.  What advantages do you anticipate from your access to a laptop computer and wireless network during the semester?

27.  What disadvantages do you anticipate from your access to a laptop computer and wireless network during the semester?

28.  How might you use the laptop and wireless network to enhance your own learning experience during this semester?

29.
Do you have any other comments about wireless networking of the subjects covered by this survey?

Thank you for your help.

wya
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